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from politics." Equally, concludes the Acton Society Trust,
**it is not true that 'the same old gang' is still in power." 8
The powers of the responsible'Minister vary from board
to board, but generally speaking the Minister may, after con-
sultation with the Board, give to the Board directions of a
general character in matters which appear to the Minister to
affect the national interest. The powers specified in the Coal
Industry Nationalization Act are typical.
1.  The  Minister may,  after consultation  with the
Board, give to the Board directions of a general character
as to the exercise and performance by the Board of their
functions in relation to matters appearing to the Minister
to affect the national interest, and the Board shall give
effect to any such directions.
2.  In framing programs of reorganization or develop-
ment involving substantial outlay on capital account, the
Board shall act on lines settled from rime to rime with the
approval of the Minister.
3.  In the exercise and performance of their functions
as to training, education and research, the Board shall act
on lines settled as aforesaid.
4.  The Board shall afford to the Minister facilities
for obtaining information with respect to the property and
activities of the Board, and shall furnish him with returns,
accounts and other information with respect thereto and
afford to him facilities for the verification of information
furnished, in such manner and at such times as he may
require.
In actual practice the Minister is in constant and informal
contact with the Board, and it is rare for formal "directions"
to be given. "The Ministers have extensive, not to say abso-
lute, powers, but ... they have been extremely cautious in
using them."9
8 Acton Society Trust, The Men on the Boards, Acton Society Trust
(London), 1951, pp. 7, 11-13.
o Acton Society Trust, The Powers of the Minister, Acton Society
Trust (London), 1951, p. 10.